v‘qende t Resolution 28 ,

BTo urge the citizens and civic and commu rously maintain and encourage positive leadership

and youth character qualities by designating Ohio as a character-building state, and to request the Ohio Department of Education
to seek available federal funding for character education and program development.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the state of Ohio (the Senate concurring):
WHEREAS, the members of the 124" General Assembly of Ohio, recognizing the importance of fostering citizens with honorable
character qualities that are based upon the moral standards exemplified by our nation’s founders and with which they established our
nation and legal system, find it wise to intentionally designate Ohio as a character-building state; and

WHEREAS, |t is important that we continue to build upon our heritage to make Ohio a community where families are strong, homes
and streets are safe, education is effective, business is productive, neighbors demonstrate care for one another, and citizens are free
to make wise choices for their lives and families; and

WHEREAS, Because citizens are responsible for their actions, and their daily decisions need to be based upon universally
recognized ethical standards and upon universally recognized positive character qualities, including integrity, responsibility, respect,
compassion, honesty, justice, generosity, kindness and courage; and

WHEREAS, Individual irresponsibility and lack of commitment to moral principles results in an increasing number of family
problems that have personal, social, and financial consequences not only for individual family members, but also for this state and
society as a whole; and

WHEREAS, If people increasingly fail to demonstrate positive character qualities and if they make wrong moral choices, the health,
safety, and welfare of the citizens of this state are endangered, resulting in a financial burden upon the taxpayers of this state for
increased cost of law enforcement; and

WHEREAS, Many current societal problems will be alleviated when more of the citizens of this state exemplify in their lives positive
character qualities that distinguish between right and wrong; and

WHEREAS, There is a need for ever-increasing numbers of positive role models among our youth to prevent juvenile rebellion and
delinquency, and among our leaders to encourage an example-setting culture;

WHEREAS, Teaching positive character qualities to juvenile delinquents in particular has been shown to produce a positive change in
behavior and to reduce recidivism rates; and

WHEREAS, Schools need to be environments where positive character qualities are exemplified, taught, and strengthened and where
learning character-focused behaviors is encouraged; and

WHEREAS, Encouraging employees to recognize positive character qualities has resulted in an increase in workplace ethics,
employee safety, and organizational performance; and

WHEREAS, An emphasis upon positive character qualities in every sector of society can only occur as institutions and individuals
mutually commit themselves to exemplify positive character qualities in their public and personal lives and to collaborate with one
another to establish character as a foundational community asset; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the members of the 124" General Assembly of Ohio, in adopting this Resolution, pledge our commitment
to positive character qualities by recognizing Ohio to be a character-building state, by increasingly viewing our decisions in light of
their character impact, by encouraging the advancement of positive character qualities in state government, in city, township, and

county governments, in the media, and in schools, businesses, community groups, worship centers, and homes; and by urging

the citizens and civic and community leaders of this state to mutually pursue character as a vital leadership and citizenship
priority; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the members of the 124" General Assembly of Ohio commend the United States Congress for its support
of character education and development through the passage of House Resolution 1, the “No Child Left Behind Act of 20017;
and be if further

RESOLVED, That the members of the 124tgh General Assembly of Ohio request that the Ohio Department of Education take
all steps necessary to secure available funding for character education and development programs provided for by Congress in Sec.
5431 of House Resolution 1, the “No Child Left Behind Act of 2001”; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives transmit duly authenticated copies of this Resolution to the President of
the United States, to the Speaker and Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, to the President Pro Tempore and
Secretary of the United States Senate, to the members of the Ohio Congressional delegation, and to the news media of Ohio.

Representative Twyla Roman
Sponsor, 48" House District




